
Risk Communication Resources 
 
 

Assignment Editor. The newsroom home page. http://www.assignmenteditor.com/. A wealth of helpful 
journalism resources and links. 
 
Atkin, Charles and Elaine Bratic Atkin (1990) Issues and Initiatives in Communicating Health 
Information, in Atkins and Wallack, Mass Communication and Public Health, pp. 13-40. Newbury 
park, CA: Sage. 
 
Atkins, C. & L.Wallack. (1990) Mass Communication and Public Health. Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 
 
Bacon’s Directory. A National directory on newspapers and magazines. Directories also available on 
radio and television. (1-800-621-0561). 
 
Blum, Deborah and Mary Knudson (1997) A Field Guide for Science Writers. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
 
Button, Gregory V. (1995)”What You Don’ Know Can’t Hurt You”: The Right to Know and the Shetland 
Island Oil Spill. Human Ecology, Vol. 23, No. 2 Pp.241-257. 
 
Calman, Bennett P. (1999) Risk Communication and Public Health. New York: Oxford University 
Press. 
 
Center for Health Preparedness: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/training/CPHPAcademic.asp?link=2 
 
Center For Risk Communication Vincent Corvello & Associates): 
http://www.centerforriskcommunication.org/home.htm   

 
Cohen, V. (1990) Reporting on Risk. Washington, D.C.: The Media Institute. 
 
Columbia Journalism Review: http://www.cjr.org/ a plethora of helpful information. Be sure to check out 
their “Poewer Reporting” just for the reference resource links alone: 
http://www.powerreporting.com/category/Reference_shelf. 

 
Covello, V,,  R.G. Peters, J.G. Wojtecki & R. C. Hyde. (2001) Risk Communication, The West Nile Virus 
Epidemic, and Bioterrorism: Responding to the Communication Challenges Posed by the Intentional of 
Unintentional Release of a Pathogen in an Urban Setting. Journal of Urban Health: Bulletin of the New 
York Academy of Medicine. No. 2 Pp. 382-391. June. 
 
Covello, Vincent (1989) Effective Risk Communication: The Role and Responsibility of 
Governmental and Nongovernmental Organizations. (author and co-editor with D. McCallum and M. 
Pavlova). New York: Plenum Publishing Company. 
 
Covello, Vincent and B. Johnson) in B. Johnson & V. Covello, eds. The Social and Cultural Construction 
of Risk, in The Social and Cultural Construction of Risk. Boston: Reidel. 



 
Fenton Communications. Now Hear This: The Nine Laws of Successful Advocacy Communications. 
www.fenton.com. 
 
Gastel, B. (1997) Health Writer’s Handbook. Ames, IA: Iowa University Press. 
 
 Global Sneeze:http://healthwriting.com/articles.htm. This is a valuable science writer’s website with lots 
of helpful resources. 
 
Goldstein, Norm (1998) The Associated Press Style Book and Libel Manual. New York: Perseus Press. 
 
Huff, R.M., Kline, M.V. (1999) Promoting Health in Multicultural Populations. A Handbook for 
Professionals. Thousand Qaks, CA       
 
Journalists’ Tool reference Desk: http://www.refdesk.com/jourtool.html. This is a wealth of helpful links.     
 
Kennedy, George (1991) Aristotle On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse. New York : Oxford 
University Press. 
 
Klapper, J. (1960) The Effects of Mass Communications. Glencoe, N.Y.: Free Press.  
 
Lum, M. & T. Tinker (1994) A Primer on Health Communication Principles and Practices. Atlanta: 
Division of Health Education, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. 
 
Morgan, M. G., B. Fischhoff, A. Bostrom & C.J. Altman (2002) Risk Communications: A Mental 
Models Approach. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 
National Association of Science Writers: http://nasw.org/. This is the premier site for science writing that 
is a must for anyone in public health. Among other links be sure to visit their site on communicating 
science news: http://nasw.org/csn/. 

 
Nelkin, Dorothy (1995) Selling Science: How The Press Covers Science and Technology. New York: 
Freeman. 
 
Nelkin, Dorothy (1989) Communicating Technological Risk: The Social Construction of Risk Perception. 
Annual Review of Public Health. 10: 94-110. 
 
Nelson, David E., Ross C. Brownson, Patrick l. Remington, & Claudia Parvanta (2002) Communicating 
Public Health Information Effectively. Washington, D.C.: American Public Health Association. 
 
Rappaport, Roy A. (1998) Toward Postmodern Risk Analysis. Pp. 189-191. Risk Analysis, Vol. 8, No. 2. 
 
Reynolds, Barbara (2002) Crisis and Emergency Risk Communications. Atlanta: Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
 



Ropeik, D. & Gray, G. (2002) Dealing with the Dangers of Fear: The Role of Risk Communication. 
Politics  & Public Health. Pp. 106-116. November/December.  
 
Ropeik, D. & Gray, G. (2002) Risk: A Practical Guide for Deciding What’s Really Safe and What’s 
Really Dangerous in the World Around You. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 
 
Rorty, Amelie O. ed. (1996) Essays on Aristotle’s Rhetoric. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Sandman, Peter (2003) Public Health Outrage and Smallpox Vaccination: An Afterthought. 
www.psandman.com/col/smallpox2.htm 
 
Sandman, Peter (2002) Anthrax, Bioterrorism and Risk Communication: Guidelines for Action. 
www.psandman.com/col/part1.htm. 
 
Sandman, Peter. (1993) Responding to Community Outrage: Strategies for Effective Risk 
Communication. Fairfax, VA: American Industrial Hygiene Association. 
 
Strunk, W. & White, E.B. (2000) The Elements of Style. 4th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 
 
Sweeney, Michael S. A http://www.usu.edu/communic/faculty/sweeney/ap.htm. Useful hints on using the 
Associated Press Style Guide. 

 
Tierney, K., M.K. Lindall & R.W. Perry. (2001) Facing the Unexpected: Disaster Preparedness and 
Response in the United States. Washington, D.C. : Joseph Henry Press. 
 
University of Texas/ Department of Journalism: 
http://www.utexas.edu/coc/journalism/SOURCE/journal_links/AP_style.html. Helpful information from 
the Associated Press Style Guide.s 
 
Wallack ,L., K. Woodruff, L. Dorfman & I. Diaz. (1999) News for a Change: An Advocate’s Guide to 
Working With the Media. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
 
Wallack, L.,L.Dorfman, D. Jernigan & M. Themba. (1993) Media Advocacy and Public Health: Power 
for Prevention. Newbury Park, CA.: Sage. 
 
 
 

 


