
                                                                                            
 

Laboratory Aspects of Bioterrorism 
Course Instructors 

 
Gillian Stoltman, PhD, MPH is lead faculty for this training program and a consultant in epidemiology 
and infectious disease control. She earned her PhD in Viral Pathology at the University of London (UK) 
and MPH at the University of Michigan School of Public Health. She formerly served as Director of the 
Division of Communicable Disease and Immunization at the Michigan Department of Community Health. 
Prior to her work at the state health department, she was director of Community Health at the Kalamazoo 
County Human Services Department. Dr. Stoltman has also conducted research in neurovirology and 
retroviruses in the United Kingdom.  
 
Valerie Reed M(ASCP), RM(ASM) is Laboratory Coordinator for the Bioterrorism Preparedness Program 
at the Michigan Department of Community Health. She earned her Bachelor of Science degree from 
Michigan State University in Microbiology and Public Health. Her previous experience includes two years 
of public health microbiology and over 20 years of laboratory experience in private sector clinical and 
veterinary microbiology.   
 
Susan Shiflett, BS is Laboratory Training Coordinator with the Office of Public Health Preparedness at 
the Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH). She is responsible for training laboratorians in 
Michigan’s regional laboratories that serve in the National Response Network. Ms. Shiflett earned her 
Bachelor’s degree from Olivet College and has 23 years experience as a microbiologist at MDCH.    
 
Kevin Cavanagh, PhD, FACB, is Division Administrator for Chemistry & Toxicology at the Michigan 
Department of Community Health (MDCH). He earned his PhD at the University of Windsor, is a board 
certified clinical chemist, and is a fellow in the National Academy of Clinical Biochemistry. Prior to joining 
MDCH, he was Technical Director for the Clinical Laboratory at Ingham Regional Medical Center in 
Lansing, MI and Associate Adjunct Professor in the Department of Pathology at Michigan State 
University.  
 
Erik Janus, MS is Toxicologist for the Chemical Terrorism Unit within the Division of 
Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology at the Michigan Department of Community Health 
(MDCH). He holds a B.S. in biology from the University of Maryland and a M.S. in Environmental Science 
and Policy from Johns Hopkins University. Prior to joining MDCH, he was an Environmental Scientist and 
Risk Assessor with the U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine where he helped 
design, perform and manage human health risk assessment projects for chemical weapon destruction 
facilities.  
 
David Dixon, Ph.D., is Bioterrorism Coordinator at the Michigan Department of Community Health Upper 
Peninsula Regional Laboratory Houghton, MI. Dr. Dixon earned his doctorate from Rutgers, the State 
University and University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, Graduate School of Biomedical 
Sciences, Piscataway, New Jersey.  He is also Adjunct Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, 
Michigan Technological University, Houghton, MI where he teaches a general education course entitled 
"Perspectives on Inquiry."  
 

 


