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Course Instructors 

 
A.J. "Bud" Fekete, CEM is a retired Deputy Chief of the Louisville Division of Fire/Rescue where he 
was in charge of Operations and Personnel.  Chief Fekete designed and manages the CDC-funded 
Community Based Emergency Response (CBER) training program at the Louisville/Jefferson (KY) Metro 
Health Department. 
  
Richard Nickle, BS, MPH is an Emergency Response Coordinator with the U.S. Public Health 
Service/ATSDR.  He has worked in the Coast Guard's Pollution Response Program, EPA's Removal 
Program, EPA's Remedial Program, EPA's Enforcement Program, and the Health and Human Services 
Emergency Response Program. 
 
Erik Janus, MS is a Toxicologist with the MDCH Chemical Terrorism Unit providing public health 
expertise in chemical exposures, environmental fate and transport issues, risk assessment, and risk 
communication. 
 
John Tilden, DVM, MPH is the Manager of the Food Safety Planning and Response Unit at the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA).  He is currently involved in food safety and food security 
projects involving government agencies, food industries, and academic institutions. 
 
Suzanne White, MD is the Medical Director at the Children’s Hospital of Michigan Regional Poison 
Control Center and Professor- Clinician Educator, Emergency Medicine & Pediatrics, at Wayne State 
University School of Medicine. 
 
William Fales, MD is an Associate Professor for the Michigan State University Kalamazoo Center for 
Medical Studies’ Department of Emergency Medicine, EMS Medical Director for Kalamazoo County, and 
serves as Regional Medical Director for the 5th District Bioterrorism Preparedness Project. 
 
Denise Bryan, MPA is a Communicable Disease Program Supervisor for Kent County Health 
Department working in the area of STD, HIV, TB, and disease investigation and follow-up for the last ten 
years. She has been a lead investigator in many outbreaks and unusual occurrences.  
   

Michelle Napier-Dunnings, MFA of Pearl Partners, LLC has worked nationally with a variety of 
private and public organizations including engineering and telecommunications companies, state 
government, and community service agencies. 
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